INT. HIGH SCHOOL - DAY|())
CLASSROOM

A room full of students. Half or fully asleep. The teacher's
back turned to the students, droning on, scribbling some
equation on the board.

A sneeze erupts and breaks the silence

TEACHER
Bless you. Now who's got the answer?

Blank stares. Everyone eyeing everyone else.

TEACHER CONTE;J
Oh come on, now is not e time to

be shy. Annabelle?
(then)
Tobias?

Then a few sneezes erupt. Then a cough.[:]

TEACHER CONT

Make sure to wash your hands after
lunch, something must be going
around.

(then)
Well lets see what we have here

(he turns to the board
4*6, which is 24, then you aud —{:]

More coughing and sneezing, they start to take on the whole[:]

class
TEACHER CONT
-- you add the 6

A wave of coughs bounces off the walls. The coughs echo, then
finally ring out to a crescendo{:ﬁ

He turns.
Every student is on the floor, squealing for air.

TEACHER CONT
My god --

He runs and opens the windows, then to prop open the door[:]

HALLWAY


Unk
Sticky Note
As @sfoster said on the forum... Incorrect formatting. Not a huge deal but why not learn to do it RIGHT from the beginning?

Should be something like:

INT. HIGH SCHOOL CLASSROOM - DAY

Your first paragraph is WORDY... What I call, OVERWRITING and being OVERWRITTEN.

Most of us are FAMILIAR with what a high school classroom is like so no 
need to go into HUGE detail here.

More like...

The TEACHER'S back to half asleep students, scribbling an equation on the board.

So how easy that is? See how lean it is? Keep it lean and mean.

No need to say:

A sneeze erupts and breaks the silence.

Why? Because we already know what's happening in the scene... All you need to tell us is that some student SNEEZES.

I'm OLD SCHOOL so I cap all sounds that are pertinent to the scene... So more like this...

A student SNEEZES.

Lean and mean. All you need.

The teacher's dialogue... I get what he ore she's saying here but why so formal? These are people who probably KNOW each other fairly well within the context of the classroom.

Why not something along the lines of...

                         TEACHER
          Bless you! Answer anyone?

Unk
Sticky Note
No need for:

                         TEACHER CONT

Your screenwriting software might default to that format but we don't need the CONT with or without a parenthetical.

Plus... Not a huge deal but try using (a beat) instead of (then) but keep them down to as few as necessary.

Unk
Sticky Note
No need for all this sentence fragmentation... Just write it out. More like this...

A few more SNEEZES and a COUGH.

Lean and mean.

Unk
Sticky Note
I'm not going to restate problems I've seen earlier... Just know that I have indeed seen them.

This parenthetical:

(he turns to the board)

Needs to be in an action/description sentence... NOT a parenthetical.

Unk
Sticky Note
Do you MEAN the entire class is now coughing and sneezing? If so? Just SAY it.

Unk
Sticky Note
While we're at it? Write out the numbers and equations as they SOUND. Do not utilize actual numbers.

Like this...
                         TEACHER
               Four times six, which is twenty-four. Then you add --

Unk
Sticky Note
Same here... Write the number out as a word.

Unk
Sticky Note
I found this action/description sentence REDUNDANT. First you say a wave of coughs bounces off the walls and then the coughs echo.

To me? You're essentially saying the same thing twice...

And while I don't mind you using "crescendo?" LOL. I know readers that wouldn't even know what that means. In other words? They wouldn't GET IT.

If that's the case? Better not to be clever.

Just state what's HAPPENING NOW with all the coughs... Something more like this...

Even more COUGHING and SNEEZING now -- students literally gasping for air.

I wrote it that way because I personally find it difficult to believe EVERY student would now be on the floor squealing for air.



Unk
Sticky Note
No need to tell us the teacher RUNS and OPENS the windows... If the windows are NOT right next to him? We'll get that he has to run to them. Instead? Give us something a little more visceral.

Maybe something like...

He frantically opens all the windows -- props open the door to the

HALLWAY

runs through searching for help.

Now here is where you have the teacher find someone whose body hits the floor... Unfortunately, we don't have any idea WHO this is... Another teacher? A janitor? The Principal? We need to know.

Maybe something like this...

runs through searching for help. He waves down the PRINCIPAL but as he approaches her, she falls to the floor gasping for air. He runs back to the

CLASSROOM

every student motionless -- he spots movement in the back.


Frantically searching, he waves down someone in the hall. As
he approaches them, the body hits the floor. They are gasping
for air.

CLASSROOM

All the students are motionless. Then he sees a movement in
the back of the room.

He approaches a student on the floor who is clawing at their
throat. Beside him is a crumpled note.

The teacher unfolds the note which reads "he is drop dead
boring"


Unk
Sticky Note
Always opt for ACTIVE VOICE over PASSIVE VOICE...

In other words... Instead of "who is clawing," more like this...

CLASSROOM

every student on the floor and motionless -- he spots movement in the back.

A female student clutches at her throat with one hand while thrusting a crumpled up note at him with the other.




